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found in the tenth part of Piety Promoted,| company are already gone there before me ! 
London edition, p. 271, and seq. ‘The ac-jL feel the timé of my own departure draws 
count of the close of his life is thus intro-|jnigh.’ As he was holding the hand of his 
duced. | visiter,’ on taking his.leave, he said, ‘I love 
“In short, he seems tohave walked use-| thee, and-all them that love the Lord Jesus in 
fully and honourably through life; and to have! sincerity. Farewell.’ These were the last 
descended calmly to the borders of the grave;| words, which he spoke on a religious subject. 
and yet, in surveying the unknown region| The next day he put off mortality.” 
which lay beyond it, he dared not to trust, for} Here are important principles avowed and 
a peaceful establishment in it, on any of his| enforced in language too plain to be misun- 
former works of righteousness. All his de-| derstood—principles lying at the very basis of 
pendence was on his Saviour: and that he found | all Christianity, and of too great moment to 
to be an anchor to his soul.” _ {be omitted in a narrative of such a scene, un- 
“ Within somewhat less than a month be-| less designedly done. The writer of Comly’s 
After he| account, whoever he may have been, could 


contains a sketch of the life of our late wor-| was come to himself, he remarked how awful | not be ignorant of James Pemberton’s avowal 


thy friend, James Pemberton, long a useful|it was to be on the verge of eternity. 
member and elder in the Society of Friends 


in this city. 


The introductory paragraph of this biogra- 
phy, contains this just remark:—“ By a proper|ance of the Redeemer’s mediation. 1 have) 
delineation of the lives of such as have shone| never before seen it with the same clearness. | 
with lustre on the stage of life, we render an\I am free from pain, of body or mind. The 





‘ But,’ | of those doctrines, for he appears himself to 
continued he, * we have a Mediator, an Inter-| have been an eye and ear witness of a part of 
cessor. My mind has, for some time past, those instructive communications. “ Wr 
| been unusually impressed with the vast import-| were listening,” says he, “ perhaps for the last 
time, to the lessons of wisdom which fell from 
| the lips of this venerable champion of right- 
eousness, whose zeal for the promotion of 


important benefit to mankind ; we prove that! prospect of my change is awful; but after all, | practical religion did not forsake him, even 
the principles which have produced such be-|[ have nothing to trust to, but the merits of in his declining moments, but seémed rather 


neficial effects, are nor “ cunningly devised|my Redeemer.’ ”’ 


fables,” but real and substantial, exhibiting in} Again— well of earthly objects.’ 
their fruits.ond-effects, oxam charac-| “ The following da t ‘It) . Why then, { wou! we not furnish: 
ters that 5 ; Lion tobe f om # gu ea wis sels RES Tits of wis- ~ 
guide our course of survivors with safety, along | consci at suh an hour as this: and that,|dom,” and why are they garbled and mutilated 


the stream of time, amid the eo and tem- 


pests of human life.” 


The excellent character of James Pember- 
ton is then depicted in glowing colours, repre- 0 
senting him chiefly in a religious point of|meetings,—th iatorship of the Son, our 







/to increase as he was about to take a last fare- 






I belie¥e, I am’ ~ We have all fallen short, far for the purpose of omitting the full avowal of 
short, of the glory of God; but We are under|the faith of that good man, in some of the 
| his mercy who careth for use) There is one|most important doctrines of the Christian re- 
\thing which is‘mefenongh ineulcated in our |ligion ? John Comly could not be ignorant 

of the injustice thus done to the religious 





view, as an example of many Christian vir-| Lord and Savigur Jesus Christ: and { have|character of James Pemberton, and why, 


tues, the exhibition of which, in his long and 
useful life, is very properly ascribed to the re- 


I was | texts of Scripture relating to this subject, with 


ligious principles which he professed. 


never seen this -gb manifested, as in my pre-|did he suffer a garbled and unfair narra- 
| sent indisposition.” He then adduced some}tive to finda place in his miscellany? The 
| reply is obvious, they disbelieve and reject the 


naturally led to look with considerable interest remarks on them: as *‘ No man cometh to the| doctrines which James Pemberton avows in 


for the delineation of those principles which| Father, but by me.’ ‘It is a great mercy,’ 
produced such valuable results; and as the 
closing scenef the life of such a man is often 
the best commentary and index of his previous 
course, | hoped to find, in the account of his 
death bed expressions, a development of the 
principles which he most highly valued, and by 


which he had been governed. 





the suppressed passages, and anxious to prop 
isaid he, ‘that God, in his wisdom, has ap- | the tottering and disjointed fabric of their se- 
pointed such wonderful means for the redemp- | parate society, by pretending to venerate and 
tion of mankind.’ *We have a high priest, | approve the course of such a man, they dis- 
touched with the féeling of oar infirmities.’ | honour his name and memory, by associating 
‘Not,’ he observed,# such a high priest as aon with their periodical, and in violation of 
‘ordained by man; but a high priest who is} all candour and propriety, suppress those parts 
really touched with a feeling of our infirmi-|of his dying sayings, which prove toa de- 








My interest on this subject was increased|ties. This mediation_of the Son, with the | monstration, that he would have viewed their 
from the circumstance of having been kindly| Father, is a great mystery.’ ” anti-christian scheme with abhorrence. 


noticed when a very little boy, by James Pem- 
berton, and presented by him with a book, 
and from having, some time after, read an in- 
teresting memoir respecting him, prepared by 
Joseph Gurney Bevan, from materials furnish- 


On another occasion— It is thus, while this work professes to be 
* To a particular friend that day, he said, |‘ designed for the promotion of piety, and vir- 
‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No/jtue, and to preserve in remembrance the cha- 
man cometh to the Father, but by me.’ And/racter and piews of exemplary individuals,” 
lhe told his disciples, before he sufered, not to|it is subser¥ing the cause of irreligion and 


ed by the family. 1 was surprised at the mea-|be troabled. *Ye have believed on my Fa-|dishonesty, by misrepresenting the charac- 
greness and brevity of Comly’s account of|ther, believe also in me. In my Father’s|ters and religious principles of many worthy 
his last illness, and was induced to search| house are many mansions. If it were not so,| Friends, who have long sifice descended to 
for that of J. G. Bevan, and by comparing|{ would have told you.’ He is indeed the|the grave, and are not.now here to vindicate 
the two, I find the following important points|alpha and the omega, the beginning and the) their injured and aspersed reputation. There 
are omitted by John Comly. They will bejend, the first and the last. What a blessed) is an assumed tone of moderation and sanctity 
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THE FRIEND. 


in many parts of the work, which are caleu-| the vices of the system did not escape him. 
lated to deceive the unwary, and while cau-|1p 1671, ;he visited several of the West India 
tiously avoiding the direct avowal of any glaring} Islands—of his labours in Barbadoes, he gives 
infidel principles, its aim is to strip the cha-|an account from which the following is an ex- 
racters of the dead of all that would mark|tract:— Respecting their negroes, I desired 
them decisively, as bearing a noble and con-/them to endeavour to train them up in the fear 
sistent testimony against the unchristian and| of God, as well those that were bought with 
destructive principles of E. Hicks. their money, as those born in their families, 

Could access be obtained to the manuscript) that all might come to the knowledge of the 
accounts of other Friends, whose names they 
have foisted into their book, and which are as 
much out of place and keeping, as “ jewels 
in a swine’s snout,”—we have no doubt they 


















a family might say, As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord. 
they would cause their overseers to deal mildly 





Lord; that so, with Joshua, every master of 


I desired also, that} 























































would reveal as gross garbling and suppres- 
sion as this of James Pemberton; and could 
these worthies rise from the grave, and see 
the unholy alliance into which their names are 
forced, we believe they would lift up their 
voices and cry aloud against the iniquity, both 
of the principles of Hicksism, and the dis- 
honest means thus taken to uphold them. 


For “ The Friend.” 
ON SLAVERY. 


It is a remarkable circumstance that a num- 
ber of improvements which have been inter- 
woven into the system of civil society, and 
become a species of political faith, were first 
distinctly advocated by the early members of 
the Society of Friends, particularly by George 
Fox. If we trace the progress of this extra- 
ordinary man, in the commencement of his 
ministerial labours, as exhibited in his own 
graphic, but simple narration, we shall readily 
perceive that the evils of civil, no less than the 
corruptions of religious society, were clearly 
openod to hie penetrating mind. Ona super 
ficial view of the subject, it must appear 
strange that a youth, so little acquainted as he 
was, with the world, or with books, should so 
quickly discover the errors, both in opinion 
and practice, which had received the sanction 
of ages. But adverting to the principles by 
which he was guided, in the formation of his 
opinions, as well as in the regulation of his 
conduct, we could hardly look for a different 
result. It is not only a religious, but a philo- 
sophic truth, that the righteous have been in 
all generation, the light as well as the salt of 
the earth. ‘Those who, like Enoch and Noah, 
have walked with God, have always been en- 
lightened beyond the general mass of their 
cotemporaries. The light which has beamed 
upon their minds directly from the Fountain of 
Perfection, has never failed to be reflected 
upon others. Those sacred truths which were 
first secretly opened to them come to be pro- 
claimed on the house top. What is unfolded 
by the counsels of Divine Wisdom, is found, 
when examined by the understanding to be 
perfectly defensible upon rational grounds, and 
entirely consistent with the purest maxims of 
wisdom. What the understanding, unaided 
by superior illumination, could not have dis- 
covered, it may, when the discovery is once 
made, readily comprehend. 

On few subjects are these truths more strik- 


time where this evil was almost unknown, yet 


and gently with their negroes, and not use 
cruelty towards them, as the manner of some 
hath been and is; and that after certain years 
of servitude, they should make them free.” 
Vol. 2, p.- 134. In this advice, we perceive 
something like the apprenticeships which the 
British parliament has recently introduced. 
The period of servitude, if this advice had 
been followed, would have been a time of pre- 
paration for the enjoyment of freedom. And 
the subjection, which was here tolerated, 


would have been rather a system of guardian- | 


ship than of slavery. In his letter to the go- 
vernor and council of Barbadoes, he inculcates 
the necessity of extending a religious care 
to the “ Negroes, Tawnies, and Indians,” in 
the families of the islanders; reminding them 
that an account would be required of them by 
the Judge of quick and dead. The view taken 
by George Fox, was evidently a religious 
one. 





| As the Society of Friends took up the case 
lof enslaved negroes as a religious duty, their 
exertions in the cause were made under the 
same kind of feeling in which they originated. 
The support of their testimony in this particu- 
lar, did not require the sacrifice of any other 
testimony which had been previously held. 
And where Friends have maintained their ori- 
ginal ground, and supported the cause with 
the meekness of the Christian, they have made 
|their way in spite of the most obstinate preju- 
dices. It is no reflection upon the integrity of 
other professors, to say, that Friends are more 
likely to advance the cause by acting very 
much alone. In the support of any cause, 
particularly one which is so nearly allied as 
this is to morality and religion, we must un- 
| avoidably be greatly influenced by the princi- 
ples which we hold, and the general course of 
conduct which has grown out of them. When 
persons, whose religious principles are widely 
different, engage in the support of a common 
cause which has any connection with their 
respective tenets, they must sometimes clash 
with each other, unless they agree to compro- 
mise some points in which they cannot agree, 
The greater the difference of opinion, the 
more frequently must this occur. Now it may 
be fairly questioned, whether there are any 
two societies of Christian professors, who 
differ from each other in so many important 
practical points, as the Society of Friends do 
from them all. It must then happen, that when 
we join closely with others, in the pursuit of 





| 
} 





When the attention of Jolin Woolman was) objects confessedly benevolent, we are very 
first drawn to this subject, the practice of] likely to be brought into a situation in which 


slaveholding obtained among Friends as well 


as others, and appears to have claimed but 


little concidcration among the poople at large. 
But the tender mind of John Woolman was 
impressed with a conviction, that the thifmg was 
radically wrong. In his mind, it was entirely 


a religious concern; as such he disclosed it to 


others; and he soon found coadjutors who em- 


braced the cause on similar principles. ‘Their 


labours were stimulated by religious considera. 
tions. 


principle. 


view. 


upon its expulsion from among them. 


eous Cause. 


Clarkson. 


their extinction. 


They, no doubt, supposed that the 
emancipation of their slaves was a sacrifice 
of pecuniary interest for the sake of religious 
Hence, in their labours for the 
accomplishment of this object, the principles 
of justice, not of interest, were held up to 
As farasI can discover, slavery was 
not considered impolitic, any further than as 
its injustice might be expected to provoke the 
divine displeasure, until Friends had agreed 
What 
the sagacity of Adam Smith discovered as a 
theory, and the experience of some who libe- 
rated their slaves confirmed as a fact, that 
slave labour was more expensive than free, 
does not appear to have entered into the esti- 
mates of those who first espoused this right- 
The slave trade was denounced, 
because of its injustice and cruelty, without 
any accurate knowledge of its impolicy, as 
subsequently exposed by the researches of 
It was enough to know, that sla- 
very and the slave trade were totally irrecon- 
ingly obvious than on that of negro slavery.|cileable with the principles of the gospel, to 
Although George Fox passed nearly all his} engage the united éfforts of real Christians for 


we must dissent from our colleagues, or abate 


something from our religious principles. To 
differ avout the moans, wheil We agree in re- 


gard to the end, is not pleasant; and is there 
not réusvn to fear that, in the case in question, 
we may give “' our scruples, by little and lit- 
tle, till a seri..s inroad may be made upon 
some of our peculiar testimonies. People of 
other professions and different principles, may 
advance this cause in their own way, and we 
may cordially desire their success, but I am 
convinced that we shall best consult our own 
safety and the interests of the African race, 
by acting either separately, or in a society 
capacity, very much detached from others; 
and that we may generally profit by the exam- 
ple of Woolman and Benezet. » 


| 


E. L. 





To the Editor of “ The Friend.” 

Annexed is a copy of an epistle from the 
meeting for sufferings in London to the seve- 
ral meetings for sufferings appertaining to 
the yearly meetings of Friends in America, 
on the subject of slavery, which I presume 
thou wilt consider deserving an early insertion 
in “ The Friend.” I think it is written in a 
spirit calculated to do good, and will be likely 
to induce many to seek further information 
on the subject. 

Many members of our Society are much 
unacquainted with the horrors of American 
slavery, and with the awful extent to which 
the domestic slave trade age is but a little 
remove from the foreign slave trade in cruelty, 
and full as criminal,) is carried on, and there 





~ long, and deep interest which has prevailed|in Him in the midst of all their difficulties. 






‘is consequently a great apathy on the subject,| a renewed and a full avowal to them, as well 
instead of ardent desires and zealous co-ope-|as to the Federal government, of the un- 
ration for the relief of over two millions of| changing principles of equity and justice with 
our fellow beings now in bondage in this|which the continuance of these evils is in- 
country ; to which may be added, the heart-|compatible; and in those states where slavery 
rending fact that more than two hundred in-|still exists, to ask for its speedy and utter 
fants are daily born in these United States,| termination under wise and just regulations. 
doomed to wear the galling chains of slavery.| We do not forget that the circumstances of 
J. W. jour dear Friends in the several yearly meet- 

Portland, Me. 1835. ings, are widely different; in some slavery 
— is abolished; in others it exists in all its 

To the several Meetings for Sufferings in\enormities. We feel much for those who 
America. live amongst the slaves, and desire that they 

Dear Frrenps,—In the recollection of the|may continue to look unto God, and to trust 


Signed in and on behalf of our meeting for 
sufferings, held in London the 7th of third 
month, 1834, by 






Georer Sracy, Clerk. 
P. S. it will be very acceptable to us to 
receive any information connected with the 
foregoing epistle which you may incline to 
transmit to us. 














For ‘‘ The Friend.’ 
DANIEL STANTON. 

Many of the most eminent members in the 
Society of Friends, both ministers, elders, and 
others of substantial religious experience and 
weight, have been elevated to the character 
which they held from obscure condition in life. 
The great Shepherd of the sheep, who is om- 
nipresent, and is no respecter of persons, has 
had his eye upon them, and though very des- 
titate of the outward means of instruction and 
improvement, compared with some others, 
they have been visited by his inshining light, 
and through obedience to its searching power 
brought out of obscurity and set among princes. 
To some: of this description, extraordinary 
gifts have been intrusted, by which the church 
has been adorned as well as edified, and the 
great Giver honoured. Such instances should 
encourage those who may be under doubt and 
fear on account of their outward circumstan- 
ces, either from their poverty, their parentage, 
or their want of learning, or from peculiar 
trials, to put their trust in him, in whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
and who will abundantly supply all their needs 
for the service to which he may appoint 
them. 

An instance of this kind, was Daniel Stan- 
ton of this city, who became an eminent mi- 
nister of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and much 


beloved among his brethren. His father was 
lost at sea before his birth, and his mother 


died when he was a child, and being left with- 
out brother or sister, he underwent many 
hardships both of body and mind. Several 
years previous to his apprenticeship, he lived 
with an uncle in New Jersey, without an op- 
portunity of attending any place of worship; 
but he says, the “ Lord was pleased to ope- 
rate on his mind, that he was made to dread 
and fear the great Almighty Being; and he 
was convinced that God is a spirit, and that 









in our religious Society, both in this country} To those who are exempt from this cala- 
and in America, on the subject of the aboli-|mity, we would submit, whether they are not 
tion of the slave trade and of slavery, we/called upon to plead the undoubted right of 
have felt a warm desire that our dear Friends) the free people of colour to all the privileges 
on your side of the Atlantic may be encou-| of citizens of the state,—to being treated as 
raged to consider, at the present eventful pe-| equals in civil and religious society. To ad- 
fiod, the course which it may be right for|mit and act upon those views in the free 
them to pursue on behalf of the long injured | states, appears to us likely to contribute to 
sons of Africa, and their descendants. the abolition of slavery in those parts of the 
The striking combination of circumstances} Union where it stil! exists) Much has been 
which hastened the final measure of our|done in this country by improving the tone 
government for the abolition of British colo-|of public feeling on the subject of slavery, 
nial slavery has been very instructive; they|and by a general diffusion of correct Christian 
were circumstances which could not be|sentiments among the people at large. We 
brought to bear on the subject by the wisdom] mention these things in love, without attempt- 
and contrivance of man. We believe at the|ing to suggest to you any specific course of 
same time that a blessing has rested upon the | conduct. 
Christian efforts which have been employed} To avow and to advocate to the full extent, 
for the utter termination of slavery within|in all parts of the United States, the senti- 
the dominions of great Britain, and hence we|ments which we have advanced, may, by 
are led to encourage you in your desires to|some, be thought to be endangering public 
act faithfully yet wisely at the present im-| peace; the evii may be considered of such a 
portant crisis. magnitude that human efforts cannot remove 
We are well aware, dear brethren, that\it. But, dear brethren, as the love of justice 
there are difficultice in America to.which we|and equity which Christianity teaches, is 
never have been subjected. [t is mue eapler honestly upheld and fortowed~ tn -ttro opivi« 



























to raise the voiee. of compassion: and jystice| which becomes the followers of the meek 
on behalf ot ofir fellow subi:cts in’ distant} and lowly Jesus, we have abundant cause to 
colonies, than when brought’ jo ‘igmediately | believe that He who ruleth over all, will bless 
in contact with slaves, or he free people|the efforts of those who are thus engaged. 
of colour, as igt!)e case with you. Still the} As they move in reliance upon His goodness 
principle is th e, invariable in its cha-jand mercy, and withhold not that which their 
racter, that we are all, whatever be our co-|hands find to do, they may humbly yet con- 
lour, the children of our gracious heavenly | fidently commit their cause to his all con- 
Father, the purchase of one merciful Saviour, | trolling power, whilst delay, or the adoption 
all alike the objects of that blessed redemp-|of a lower course of proceeding, may hasten 
tion which comes by Jesus Christ. those very troubles which even now might be that and the 
These considerations have powerfully pre-|averted. Under any circumstances, accept|they who worship him, must worship bim in 
vailed in hastening the termination of British] our warm encouragement to seek for strength| spirit and truth.” ‘Through the knowledge of 
colonial slavery; may it be so in America! | to do right, and boldly to plead the cause of|God, thus revealed by his spirit, he was re- 
In the warmth and freedom of brotherly | the oppressed, and to urge the total removal | proved for sin and transgression, and dreaded 
love, we entreat you fearlessly to avow these /of this guilt from a nation where civil liberty | to speak evil words, or to do that which was 
sentiments, to take your stand upon the un-|is so fully partaken of, and so highly prized) wrong, and was brought to mourn and seek 
compromising righteousness of the law of|by those who enjoy its blessings. for mercy and pardon for sin. In the time of 
Christ, to suffer no considerations of expe-| In conclusion, we would further add, that} these tendering visitations, he was favoured 
diency, no apprehension of commercial or|in thus freely communicating our views we} with a sight of many things pertaining to god- 
political difficulties, to divert you from your| write in much Christian love and sympathy. jliness. He saw clearly, that if he would be 
purpose, to assert that freedom, political and| We offer them to your serious attention,|a disciple of Christ, he must take up the cross 
religious liberty to their full extent, are the| being well assured of the deep and lively in-|daily, to that which displeased his heavenly 
unalienable rights of slaves and free people|terest which our dear brethren and sisters in| Father, although it was hard to his natural 
of colour, equal with the white men; that] America have long felt, in the termination of disposition to become ‘slain to the recreations 
they have an undoubted right to enjoy their|slavery. May the Lord be pleased to guide| and pleasures of this life. He cried fervently 
freedom in the place where Providence has| your deliberations by his council, and qualify to the Lord, and thought much upon a future 
given them birth. We apprehend that great! you to act to the honour of his great and ever | state of existence. He heard of many forms 
and in some points independent power is| blessed name. lof worship, but had no opportunity of — 
vested in the legislatures of your respective} In the love of the gospel we are your af-| ing with any people for that purpose, whic: 
states ; you may therefore see it right to make | fectionate friends and brethren. ‘occasioned him great trouble of mind. At 
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a 


length being on a visit to a relation, he pre-|as the queen of the south, that one half had 
vailed with him to accompany him to New-) not been told him, and that one greater than 
town meeting, where he was powerfully visited) Solomon was in the midst of this people. 
and contrited under the baptising ministry of| ‘+ Praised,” he says, “ be his great name, even 
John Estaugh. ‘This was a day of joyful tid-| the name of Christ, our dear Lord, that great- 
ings to his hungry and seeking soul, and the ly appeared in power and majesty in Sion in 
counsel and instruction communicated proved those days, to the tendering of my heart and) 
like bread cast upon the waters, that was spirit before him, time after time, and not only 
found after many days. He went from tlis| eminently visited my soul, by his glorious light 
meeting well satisfied with this mode of re and truth, but sent many of bis servants among 
ship, and continued earnest in spirit, that he) us, from far and near, filled with gospel rain, 
might obtain further knowledge of the blessed) to the watering the heritage of God; and the 
truth. His exercise of mind, and the sorrow | Lord, the master of our assemblies, was pleas- 
and mourning he passed through, were great,| ed to fasten their testimonies as nails in a sure 
that he might do that which was right in the! place.” 
sight of the Searcher of hearts, and progress; It is well for those who have been fully con- 
in the regenerating work of religion. vinced of their Lord’s will respecting them, 
After continuing with his uncle till near his! and the need of the church for faithful labour- 
sixteenth year, he became anxious to learn a| ers, to enquire what they are doing with their) 
trade, having little to depend on for a liveli-| Lord’s money or talents—whether they are| 
hood, but the labour of his own hands; as the| occupying them according to his designs, or 





| many powerful influences of the divine word, 


at about the age of twenty years, I appeared 
in a few words in prayer, at an evening meet- 
ing in Philadelphia; and after this, sometimes 
in a few words by way of testimony, as they 
were put in my heart, in a great deal of fear 
and dread of the Almighty Being. Friends 
bore with my appearance with much tender- 
ness, and the ministry of those who were 
largely gifted in the mysteries of the kingdom, 
and like scribes well instructed thereto, that 
could bring out of the treasury things new 
and old, would correspond with what I had to 
say in the fear of the Lord; which blessed 
helps, together with the evidence of peace 
in my own breast, gave a confirmation to my 
mind, that I was in the way of my duty.” 
About the time our friend came forth ip the 
ministry, the day spring from on high power- 
fully appeared amongst Friends, in this city, 
and several others were raised up in the same 






small estate left by bis mother was lost to him, 
excepting a sum less than twenty pounds. He 
came to Philadelphia, and went on trial to a 
ship carpenter, but was soon dissatisfied with 
the trade and the wicked company he was sub- 
jected to in the yard. In these trials he was 
sustained by the power of divine grace at 
work in his heart, and comforted in attending 
the meetings of Friends on first day, where he 
was often favoured to hear the truth declared 
in demonstration of the spirit anc power. He 
was scoffed at for his diligence in this duty, 
but was mercifully enabled to bear revilings, 
and the deep distress which fell tohis lot. At 
an evening meeting, having seated himself near 
the door, Benjamin Kidd, a minister from 


England, came in and took a seat a short dis-| portant moment. 
tance from him, and being eminently favoured | heart. 


in supplication, he regarded it as a mark of 


whether their oxen, their farms, their mer-| blessed work and cause, sc that it seemed like 
chandise, or their domestic comforts, have al-| a fresh outpouring of the Divine Spirit, on the 
most entirely engrossed their time and talents.| church in this place. “ The plainness, zeal, 
Do we find our religious meetings, such wa-|and pious example of many Friends in those 
tering tendering seasons, as described by that| days,” Daniel Stanton says, “ made them as 
devoted servant—and the messengers running |lights in this city, and instructers to me, to 
to and fro, filled with gospel rain, to water) follow them, as they followed Christ; and as 
and refresh the flock—are young men and|I kept inward before the Lord in his fear, be 
young women patiently abiding the operations| was pleased to reveal his blessed mind and will, 
of the Lord’s preparing power, to make them) in things concerning the gospel ministry, which 
labourers in his field, or are they swallowed) is not to be received from man, nor in the will 
up with their worldly avocations, their literary | of man ; but by the revelation of Jesus Christ ; 
pursuits, and their pieasant recreations, while; and as I grew in the gift communicated to me, 
the house where their fathers worshipped is| he was pleased to give me an open door in the 
in danger of becoming a dry and waste place? hearts of his people; praised be his great 
These are questions of serious and all im-|name for ever more !” 

May they be timely laid to| After serving out his apprenticeship, he 


continued with his master as a journeyman, 
After many seasons of merciful visitation,) until bis, death Var the purpose of visiting 


divine favour to him, in the deep travail of} ac well as repeated Daptism, under the refining, his relatives and attending to some business, 
sOUl he was then passing through on several| power of the Holy Ghost and firey in which) he went tito New England, having a certifi- 


accounts. 

Finding his present business very unsuitable, 
he returned to his uncle, but receiving a pro- 
posal to learn the trade of a joiner, he came 
back to the city and served aa apprenticeship, 
till about the twenty-second year of his age, 
with a Friend, who had noticed him during 
his stay at the ship yard. Here he experienc- 
ed the renewed extensions of divine goodness, 
in preserving him through various exercises, 
and drawing him into a communion and close 
walking with God. His understanding was 
opened to see the necessity of using few words, 
of watchfulness and prayer, and plainness of 
speech and clothing: He chose retirement, 
rather than the company of those whose con- 
versation was out of the fear of their Creator, 
greatly desiring that a clean heart and a right 
spirit might be renewed in him. He wished 
the work of reformation to be effectually car- 
ried forward, and the nearer he kept to the 
blessed truth and what it manifested, the 
greater strength and dominion he experienced 
over the defilements of the world. The coun- 
tenance and consistent example of faithful 
Friends bad a great effect on his mind, and 
as he was further enlarged in heavenly expe- 
rience, he went frequently to their meetings, 
and beholding the sitting of the servants, and 


the attendance of the ministers, he could say | 


‘ 


he was favoured to become an experimental|cate of the approbation of his friends. On 
witness of the Lord’s gracious dealings with) returning to this city, he sought for divine 
the children of men, and to taste and handle| counsel where to settle himself, and it appear- 
of the good word of life, a weighty concern|ing more proper to continue where he had 
came upon this Friend, to open his mouth as| been so graciously dealt with by his Heavenly 
a minister of Christ, in the assemblies of his| Parent, he resumed his trade in the capacity 
people. Being, as he thought, one of the) ofa journeyman; after which he rented a shop 
meanest in this world, and an apprentice lad,}and set up for himself, humbly desiring the 
it appeared to him a great and weighty work,| blessing of the Lord upon his industry, that 
and {reasonings arose in his mind against it,}he “might have what was needful, as food 
not knowing how his master would treat him,|and raiment, and do justly, love mercy, and 
and whether it would receive the uniiy of|walk humbly with God.’ “The abundant 
Friends, ‘ they being,” he says, “ a great and} mercies and blessings, wherewith he was gra- 
wise people in this city, and gifted with a sight| ciously pleased to make way for me, both in 
of spiritual things beyond my low capacity, as| things spiritual and temporal, were and are 
well as zealous for the cause of God in their! gratefully remembered by me, his goodness 
day. 1 waded fora considerable time through|and peace being as a stream of living water 
much trouble and sorrow of spirit, lest I} to my soul, when favoured to drink thereat.’’ 

should go too fast, or before my Divine Guide;}_ He worked diligently at his trade, when at 
for they who go before they are sent, cannot| home, keeping close to religious meetings, 
profit the people, or have peace in themselves; | which the good presence of his Lord and Mas 
and peace to me, and to do the will of the|ter many times overshadowed, and thereby 
Lord, was what 1 most desired. Oh! the/ was not only refreshed in spirit, but found his 
earnest prayers that were in my heart, that I/ mind better qualified to attend to the necessary 
might be rightiy directed in all things, to the affairs of life. When the motions of truth 
honour and praise of my blessed Lord and| would spring in his heart to visit other meet- 
Master. A degree of his mighty power would! ings, he freely gave up to go, in which he 
lay such constraints upon me, that for Sion’s found great satisfaction, and the unity of the 
sake, I could not rest; and for Jerusalem’s| Spirit in the bond of peace, with the faithful 
sake, I could nat hold my peace; so that after| Friends of that day. To the Shepherd of 
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Israel, he attributes his qualification for labour, 
and gives him the praise. His fear was a foun- 
tain of life; as well as unspeakable pleasure 
in his setting out in the world, of which all 





They would be told, that in order to be | tending to produce the same fatal effects should 
saved, they must submit to the rite of water|be propagated among the beniglted inhabit- 
baptism,—that the sprinkling of a little water | ants of heathen countries. What estimate of 


in their faces, or the immersion of the feet or| the Christian religion must a pagan form when 
that are athirst may drink without money and) the whole body in that element, washed away|he is gravely told by its reputed ministers, 


without price. He rose from an obscure con-| their sins and initiated them into the church’ that if he professes to believe the Bible and is 
dition in life, obtained his living by the labour} of Christ ; that the eating of bread and drink-! sprinkled in the face with water, he is thereby 
of his lands, and seeking first the kingdom of| ing of wine was the communion of saints, and|made a member of the church of Christ, and 
God, and the righteousness thereof, he was|the participation of the body and blood of|that without these he must be eternally lost. 
not only blessed with those outward things,| Christ, which imparts eternal life to the soul ;|!f he opened the Bible, which he is told is to 
necessary for this life, but gradually grew in|tlat the Bible is the word of God and the|be the only rule of his faith and life, and read 
grace and in the knowledge of his Lord and) bread of life, and that salvation is to be ob-|any one of those strong passages where the 
Saviour, till heattained to the station of a father tained by reading and following its precepts ; | absolute necessity and complete sufficiency for 
in the church. He manifested his love and|that the knowledge of its contents are abso-|salvation of a thorough change of heart by the 
concern for the young peeple, by his parental,| lutely necessary to salvation, and that all those|powerful operation of Christ’s spirit is set 
affectionate notice, especially of those who| whom the providence of God or the wicked-| forth, would he not be forcibly struck with the 
were desirous of becoming the Lord’s chil-| ness of man have placed beyond the reach of|obvious contradiction? and when he found 
dren, his house being open to them, and his) this knowledge, are consigned to endless per-|the eminent apostle to the gentiles declaring 
conversation and counsel instructive and help-|dition. The great Christian doctrine that the|that he was not sent to baptise with water, but 
ful. He was zealous against those who had| grace or Spirit of God which brings salvation|to preach the gospel, and even thanking God 
the form, but whose actions proved they were|hath appeared unto all men, teaching them, {that he baptised so few as he did, (only two 
destitute of the power of godliness, yet much|that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, | or three,) might he not well be inclined to ad- 
desired that his fellow professors might walk| they should live soberly, righteously, and godly | vise the missionary to return home and Jearn 
as our predecessors did, in meekness, humility,|in this present evil world, would probably be|his own religion better before he assumed the 
and godly simplicity, and plainness, under the| entirely neglected, or if touched upon at all,|responsible office of teaching it to others. 
guidance of the same Holy Spirit. He often|it would be in terms so ambiguous and inde-| When he adverted to the solemn declaration 
fervently cautioned those pursuing the world| finite as not to convey to the poor pagan the|of the same apostle, that there is but “ one 
and grasping earthly treasure, of its liability| glad tidings that this spirit is given to him as| Lord, one faith, and one baptism,” to the tes- 
to frustrate the purposes of divine visitation,|the messenger of God’s love to his soul, the|timony of another, that the “ baptism which 
and reminded those who in their small begin-| guide and rule of his life purchased for him by | doth now save us, is not the putting away the 
nings were lowly and humble, that on attain-| that ignominious death on the cross which bis filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
ing the comforts of life, they should not set| compassionate Saviour suffered for his sake. |conscience toward God,” to that of John the 
their affections upon things below, but remem-| I think I am warranted in saying that minis-| forerunner when contrasting his own element- 
ber their origin—and the simplicity in which) ters of other societies, if faithful to their views, |ary and Jewish rite, with the inward and 
they had been educated. His concern was} would be conscientiously bound to preach |effectual office of Christ the Saviour, he says 
great, that those who had the glad tidings of| these dogmas to the objects of their missions ; |‘ I indeed baptise you with water unto repent- 
the gospel to publish, might be true examples|and I am no less safe in the assertion that|ance, but he that cometh after me is mightier 
to the flock, and adorn the doctrine they had| every consistent Friend would, with equal sin-|than I, whose shoes 1 am not worthy to bear, 


to deliver, by a circumspect life and conversa-| cerity and ser pulguiness. be religiously cun-jhe shall baptize ou with the Eioty Choas ne 
tion, not letting their minds out after the gains} cerned to withho is aid and countenance | with fire ; whose fan is in his hand, and he wi 


and profits of this world. His history fur-|from the dissemination of such views in the \thoroughly purge his floor and gather the 
nishes encouragement to the poor and friend-| name of Christianity. We acknowledge that| wheat into the garner, but he will burn up the 
less, who possess few outward advantages, to every member of Christ’s church must be in- \chaff with unquenchable fire ;” and that “ he 
keep close to the secret attractions of the itiated into it by baptism, and that this opera-|(Christ) must increase, but I (John) must de 
Friend of publicans and sinners, who loved to| tion is essential to salvation, but we dare not |crease ;”” by which their respective dispensa- 
mingle with the obscure and the neglected,| believe that this is done by the affusion of ele-|tions are typified. I say, when he considered 
the ignorant and the unlearned, that by the| mentary water. It is not the putting away the jall these, and recollected that the missionary 
renovating power of his grace, they may be) filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good |taught only water baptism, he might very na- 
prepared to be instructed in the mysteries of| conscience toward God, produced by a sub-|turally conclude that he was even less of a 
godliness, and made shafts in his quiver to) mission of the whole will and affections to the | Christian minister than John, and had need to 
bring down pride, and exalt and magnify the! purifying process of that baptism with the|te taught the very rudiments of the doctrines 
power and wisdom of the lowly Son of God. | Holy Ghost and with fire which Christ himself |of Christ. 
S. | introduced, by which the heart is both cleansed} No less discrepancy is apparent in the 
— and changed, and all things made new and all |views of Friends and those of other societies 
For “The Friend.” | things of God. This is the regeneration or|on the subject of the supper. We believe, ac- 
MISSIONS. new birth which our blessed Lord pronounced |cording to the words of our Lord himself, that 
Even if we set aside the unscriptural mode} essential to an entrance into the kingdom of he is the living bread which came down from 
of selecting, ordaining and sending forth those| heaven, and which will be found to be so in|heaven ; that if any man eat of this bread he 
professed ministers of the gospel, and their| the experience of every soul. We believe that | shall live for ever, and that “ except we eat 
erroneous views of the requisite qualifications| many of our fellow professors of the Christian \the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, 
for exercising the functions of this sacred| name greatly deceive themselves by the suppo-| we have no life in us." But we cannot admit 
office, there are other insuperable obstacles} sition, that because they have submitted to the |the assertion that the participation of the out- 
to prevent Friends from co-operating in mis-| outward Jewish rite of water baptism, they are|ward bread and wine constitutes this eating 
sionary labours. therefore members of Christ’s church ; andjand drinking of the body and blood of Christ, 
Those who are sent forth by the different] resting in this delusive opinion, are induced to| which imparts eternal life to the soul, since 
religious societies, bind themselves by the| neglect the inward work of redemption and |this would involve the doctrine of transubstan- 
most solemn obligations to preach the doc-| sanctification through the heart-cleansing bap-|tiation as taught by the Romish church, and 
trines held by their respective sects, and con-|tism of the Holy Spirit, comparable to a re-|which ali protestants agree in denying. More- 
sequently many opinions must be pressed on|finer’s fire and fuller’s soap. And if this be|over we know that many partake of the out- 
the belief of their ignorant auditors which we| one of the errors of Christendom, which it is| ward bread and wine, whose lives and conver- 
hold to be inconsistent with the simplicity and| to be feared is settling many in a false security,|sation give abundant evidence that they are 
spirituality of the Christian religion. how sorrowful is the reflection that a doctrine |not partakers of eternal life ; and as the act of 
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a ee 
eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the|their excesses at the social meals, of which|case precludes every shadow of authority for 
Son cf Man is necessarily accompanied by that |they were accustomed to partake, and refer-|the standing obligation of the passover supper 
state in which eternal life is enjoyed, it fol-|ring to the grave and solemn manner injor bread and wine. 


lows as a consequence that the eating of the| which our Lord and his disciples celebrated 


| 


Entertaining these views, and believing in 


outward supper is not what our Lord alluded | the last passover, recites the words differently | the absolute necessity of a daily participation 


to in those memorable expressions above quot- | from the evangelists, “ After the same man- 
ed. Wicked men may conform to the outward |ner also he took the cup when he had supped, 
ceremony, but they cannot partake of the true |saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
communion of saints, which is an inward and |blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
spiritual act, whereby the soul feeds on Christ |remembrance of me.” I have looked in vain 
as its life and nourishment. ‘This is a deep|in the New Testament for any evidence that 
and solemn mystery, which the wisdom of man |Cbrist, in thus eating the passover, designed 
cannot fathom or explain, but is known in the|either to set up any new ceremony in his 
experience of every redeemed and sanctified |church or to enforce it as a standing obliga- 
Christian. But many of the professed disci-|tion on his followers through all ages, Of 
ples of Christ in the present day stumble at it|the three evangelists who mention the eating 
as the Jews did in the days of his personal ap-|and drinking of the bread and wine, Luke is 
pearance, saying “how can this man give us|the only one who attaches to it the words, 
his flesh to eat,” and even his immediate dis-|** This do in remembrance of me,” and John, 
ciples murmured and said, “ This is an hard | though very minute in describing other events 
saying, who can hear it.” ‘To those the reply of| which took place on that memorable occasion, 
our blessed Saviour may properly be addressed, | wholly omits the circumstances of the bread 
“It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh pro-}and wine. If the eating of the passover was 
fiteth nothing ; the words that I speak unto|designed by our blessed Saviour to have the 
you, they are spirit and they are life.” important bearing which has been attached 

The words of Christ have a spiritual mean-|to it by the professing Christians in the apos- 
ing, and allude to that inward communion of|tacy from the spirituality of the gospel, and 
which he spoke in the Revelations, when re-|had the evangelists and apostles understood 
proving the formality and lukewarmness of the | it as a divine ordinance, essential to salvation, 
Laodicean church, “ Behold I stand at the/and of lasting obligation on the church of 
door and knock; if any man hear my voice |Christ, it is scarcely within the range of possi- 
and open the door unto me, I will come in to) bility that when writing under the immediate 
him and will sup with him and he with me.” {plenary inspiration of the Holy Ghost they 

But man in his carnal wisdom, which is|would have omitted to notice so important a 
ever averse to the spirituality of the gospel,|fact. When we reflect how clear, plain, and 
has substituted for this real participation of|indisputable, the essential precepts of the 
Christ’s supper, the outward ordinance of| gospel are laid down by our Saviour and his 
bread and wine, which is not a Christian in-|disciples, we should naturally expect, on a 


stitution. For if we recur to the accounts subject of this magnitude an interest. for the 
from which all denourtuacons pretend to de-/most positive injunction, and the most plain 


rive their authority for this rite, we shall find |and circumstantial directions. 

that it was not a new institution, but that our} It is the more remarkable that so large a 
Saviour partook of the Jewish passover sup-| part of professing Christendom should have 
per with his disciples, conforming therein to| magnified the simple nartative of facts into a 
the Mosaic law, as he did with respect to the|standing and imperative ordinance, while at 
rite of circumcision and water baptism. Hej|the same time they overlook and disregard 
ate the last solemn passover with his beloved|other circumstances detailed with equal mi- 
followers on the evening previous to his igno-|nuteness, and possessing stronger claims to 
minious death, and foreseeing the tenacity |the character of a divine injunction. It was 
with which they would adhere to the observ-|on the same occasion that our blessed Lord 
ances of those legal rites, in the sacred obli-|condescended to set an example of humility 
gation of which they had been educated, he|to his disciples by washing their feet, and af- 
endeavoured to turo their attention to the|ter completing this humble office, he said 
memorable and important event which was|to them, ‘* Know ye what I have done to 
about to take place, and, in the figurative|you? Ye call me master and Lord, and ye 
language of the times and country, repre-|say well, forsol am. If I then, your Lord 
sented his body and blood which ere long|and master, have washed your feet, ye also 
were to be offered and shed for the sins of|ought to wash one another's feet—for | have 
mankind, under the symbols of the bread and |given you an example that ye should do as I 
wine which they had met to eat. The fair|have done unto you.” If mere words of com- 
and clear inference from a comparison of all|mand imposing a duty on his disciples consti- 
the narratives appears to be simply this—that |tuted the establishment of a perpetual ordi- 
as his disciples had been wont to celebrate the |nance in his church, we have here all that 
passover as a memoria! of the deliverance of|could be asked to render it obligatory on 
the children of Israel from the house of 



































Christians to the end of time to wash one) things, 


of the true spiritual communion in order to pre- 
serve the soul alive unto God, and being con- 
vinced that the stress laid on the Jewish rite 
is a great hindrance to the enjoyment of the 
substance of true religion, the Society of 
Friends cannot, nay, dare not, for conscience 
sake, uphold those who obscure the bright- 
ness and glory of this gospel day, and obstruct 
the spiritual growth and enjoyment of Chris- 
tians, by going back to the divers washings 
and carnal ordinances of the outward and le- 
gal dispensation. In anuther number [ shall 
conclude the subject with some remarks on 
the Holy Scriptures, and a few general ob- 
servations. 


For “* The Friend.’* 
SELECTIONS FROM LONDON EPISTLES. 
NO. I. 

It has occurred to me, that a series of ex- 
tracts from the epistles of Friends, of former 
years, would prove interesting and instructive 
to the readers of “The Friend,” affording 
evidence, that the religiously concerned mem- 
bers of our Society, have uniformly bad the 
same great objects in view, the exaltation of 
the kingdom of Christ, the redemption of their 
fellow professors from the spirit of the world, 
and a faithful maintenance of the Christian 
testimonies entrusted to us. I propose making 
such selections occasionally, and believe the 
series cannot be better introduced, than by a 
part of the Epistle of 1764, setting forth the 
rise of the Society, the principles which go- 
yearned its early mambhers. the concern of the 

aithful in that and the preceding age, and the 

means by which alone we can be preserved a 
people to the praise of him who hath “ called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 

From some peculiarities of style, I presume 
the epistle was written by Samuel Fothergill; 
it is signed by his brother John, the celebrated 
physician, as clerk to the yearly meeting, and 
well deserves our serious attention in the pre- 
sent day, as an important testimony to the 
“inward manifestation of grace and truth; 
which came by Jesus Christ, for effectual re- 
demption.” T. 

“ When, by the permission of Divine Provi- 
dence, about the middle of the last century, 
these nations were made as a field of blood, 
and terror and distress filled every corner of 
the land; the Lord Almighty having secretly 
wrought, by the spirit of his Son in the hearts 
of the people, to prepare them for further ma- 
nifestations of his light and truth, many were 
shaken from all earthly dependences, and en- 
gaged to look, for succour and support, to 
that arm of power which made and sustains all 
In this day of general distress, a cry 



























































Egyptian bondage, so under the more glorious 
gospel dispensation, then newly ushered in, 
as often as they kept that feast, they should 
eat the bread and drink the wine in com- 
memoration of the death which he was about 
to suffer. In confirmation of this view the 
Apostle Paul reproving the Corinthians for 





another’s feet. But not only most commenta-| arose in many minds on this wise: ‘ Lord, 


tors on the text, but all societies of profess-| who shall show us any good” and a longing 
ing Christians, I believe with one exception,| desire was raised after the way to rest and 
unite in the opinion that these words do not} peace. 

contemplate the institution of washing each| « High and specious professions of religion 
other’s feet as a Christian ordinance, and the| and godliness, were often rendered subservient 
same rule of construction applied in the other} to temporal advantages, and the interests of 
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this republican side of the Atlantic, cannot but think “Tis finish’d!” See the Victor rise, portions of the state of Ohio. One of these 
more princely than prelatical.”—Balt. American. Shake off the grave, and claim the skies. enclosing the money for two new subscribers, 


. Yeh : d i ing ; . he . 
We should suppose that for the prize of Ye sesisid elon t shoal omar — thus remarks:—* 1 think there is increasing 


. ; ; a 3 Ap at 
thirty thousand dollars a year, candidates for «s "Fis Satsh'd!” But what mortal dare interest taken in * The Friend,’ in our neigh 





the ministry would by no means be scarce in In that triumph hope to share ? bourhood latterly, and likely I shall send two 
England. When we recollect the toil which Saviour, to thy Cross I flee ; or three more names as subscribers.’”’ The 
those will endure, who aspire to the presiden- Say “*’tis finished,” and for me! other letter, after mentioning an amount of 
cy of the United States, where only twenty- There I'll sing the Cross! the Cross! money enclosed in payment of several sub- 
five thousand dollars is the pecuniary emolu- And count all other gain but loss ; scriptions due for our paper, says:— 

ment, we may easily imagine that persons I'll sing the Cross, and to thy tree “ | shall be glad to render any service that 
who have the honour and profit chiefly in view, Cling evermore, blest Calvary ! I can at any time in promoting the great 
would undergo severe labour at home, and J+ MASON GooP. | cause of truth and righteousness, which I 
many privations abroad, if they can render —— as /think the publication of «The Friend” has 
themselves sufficiently conspicuous and cele- THE FRIEND. been instrumental in doing. I have been 
brated, to hope to reach an archbishopric. ———_—______—_—__—_—— —— | well satisfied with its contents ever since the 


It is a favour to be released from such an anti- FIFTH MONTH, 23, 1835. first commencement of the publication, at 
christian system, so evidently the reverse of — = {least on the general scale; I am willing to 
the state of the primitive Christian church,| A few days ago was returned to us by mail,|say, that after devoting as much to the con- 
where the fishermen Peter, James, and John, | ne of our papers issued on the 2d instant,|cerns of our own Society as has been done, 
and Paul the tent-maker, heid stations, atjwhich had been duly forwarded to a subscri-| which I do most heartily unite with, the next 
least equally dignified in a Christian sense,|ber of several years’ standing, in one of the} subjects which I feel the deepest interest in, 
with any bishop or archbishop, who has ever southern states. On the margin of the first)are intemperance, slavery, and war, the three 
appeared since, but whose religion taught them | Page was written, whether by the postmaster,| most crying evils, in my opinion, that ever 
that the gospel was neither to be obtained nor |0F the subscriber himself, does not appear, the afflicted the human family. I put intempe- 











preached for money. Fifty thousand dollars following words:— rance first, because I believe it produces 
are annually wrested from the Society of No LONGER A SUBSCRIBER. more bitter distress than all the rest. We 
Friends in England, by an ecclesiastical esta- —A SLAvEHOLDER.—* j/are glad to hear from the West Indies as 


blishment, of which they form no part, and| To this was affixed a mark, pointing to a) often as we can; there is one more subject 
in whose administration they do not partici-|¢orresponding one placed against the article| that I feel free to mention, and that is educa- 
pate.. To maintain the testimony against a;0M the same page, “ Observations on Slavery,”| tion. I rejoice to find that our Society is 
system of hiring and paying for preaching is|No. 3; obviously intimating that the discus-/ taking so deep interest therein as it appears 
a Christian duty, both by those who directly |sion of that topic was the ground of the with-| to do of late.” 

feel its oppressive yoke, and by those who live|drawal. We subjoin a short extract from a recent 
in a government, of which it forms no part.| While it is our intention, honestly and fear-| letter from an esteemed Friend in one of the 
And members of the Society of Friends, in-|lessly, according to our humble capacity, to) eastern states :—* I have long thought * The 
stead of regarding the peculiar testimonies of Stand in defence of truth and justice on every! Friend’ ought to be much more generally 
its founders with indifference, have cause to|Proper occasion, without regard to any effect taken by members of our Society than it is, 
be thankful, that they have been released from|this may have upon our subscription roll, we} and though my time is much occupied, I am 
the bonds of a ceremonial religion, and that the/have noted the above circumetance, uot with! willing to render what assistance I can to 
firmness of those enlightened men, in keeping |the least disposition to question the right of] promote its circulation.” He afterwards adds: 
to plain Scripture principle and practice, has|#®Y subscriber to decline, whenever he may| «It is now the case, that those of our mem- 
presented them with the liberties which they|Wish todo so, We exhibit the fact, merely) bers who are seeking information, respecting 
may now enjoy, at least in this country, with|4S an evidence, and a most striking one, of|slavery as it now exists in our country, are 


little molestation. R. J, | feverish excitability prevalent in the south, in| under the necessity of taking papers, edited 
onl respect to every thing relating to negro sla-| out of our Society, and I have rejoiced that 
VERSES. very. It would seem that slaveholders are|some medium existed, through which correct 


resolved to set themselves against all attempts| information could be obtained; but it would 


“ . 2 ae a . . < 3 2 
TRULY THIS WAS THE SON oF Gop.” —Matt. xxvii. 54. | at a free discussion of that subject, and hence} be much more congenial to my own feelings, 


Yes, “ this was the Son of God” — 


= it is notorious, that from a dread of a diminu-|and I trust to the feelings of many others, if 
Tis for man he bears the rod ; tion in their ci lati | t all blic| j NE Er : f 
Earth and skies are veiled in grief, 40 r circulation, almost all our public) jt could be o tained through the medium o 
Man alesse chews unbelicl journals are closed to such articles. In the|« The Friend,” and I have long and often 
« *Tis finish’d.”—Through creation’s bound present instance it is the more remarkable, as/ hoped, that its conductors would find it to be 
Fly, O fly, triumphant sound ! the series of essays referred to, 80 far as they right to furnish more information for its co- 
“?Tis finish’d!” Heaven transported sings ; 


have proceeded, address themselves to the un-| ]lumns, on this momentous subject.” 
derstanding, rather than to the feelings—are 
distinguished for cool, candid, dispassionate 


“Tis finish’d!” Earth re-echoing rings. 


“ "Tis finish’d !” Through the realms of wo 
The hated accents sternly flow : 


We admit the general propriety of the hint 


“*Tis finish'd!” Man, the traitor, lives ; reasoning upon principles and facts, and the! p.aicia, and trust it will bave its use in re- 
The ransom’s paid, and God forgives. manner of them is altogether so bland, and eae ‘a the future 

“ "Tis finish’d!” Yes, the toil is o’er, exempt from every semblance of harshness, ‘I 

The wond’rous toil the\Saviour bore ; that we had supposed no liberal minded per- — 


From death’s dread jaws the sting He draws, 


son, even though a slaveholder, could object} Marrip, on the 14th inst. at Friends’ Meeting 
And on the Cross achieves his cause. 


House, Wilmington, Witttam Hopeson, Jr. of this 
Sing the Cross—O, badge of shame ! » Oe — . a va take offence at any city, to Exizaseru, daughter of Ashton Richardson, 
Be Staff of Glory now thy name ; eS et en ee . |of Ashley, near Wilmington, Delaware. 
Sing the Cross, for o’er thy tree, But if occasionally we may lose a subscri- 
What triumphs crown’d blest Calvary! ber for steadily adhering to the course pre- 


“ Tis finish’d !” The mysterious plan, scribed to ourselves, this is often more than} p 
The mighty destiny of man. 
Angels had gazed, with baffled skill, 


—————————————————————— eee 


Diep, in Bordentown, New Jersey, on the 2d inst. 
, r. Epwarp Taytor, late of East Branch, a much 
counterbalanced by circumstances of an en-| esteemed member of the Society of Friends, and for 











, couraging nature. By the same mail which/| some years the excellent Superintendent of its Asy- 
And time but travelled to fulfil. beat bers our sepeiliated sheet, we re-|!um for the Insane, near Philadelphia. . 
“Tis finish’d!" All the vision high, cena ar as f Yasue bt 
That rapt of old the prophet’s eye ; ceived two communications from different 
‘ And still with eestasy shall break PRINTED BY ADAM WALDIE, 


O’er the last martyr’s flaming stake. * Consequently not a member of our Society. | Carpenter Street, below Seventh, Philadelphia, 





